
‘The Silver Swan’
A concert to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the death of

Orlando Gibbons on the actual date of his death

Orlando Gibbons in a 17th century copy of a lost original by an unknown artist

Music by Orlando Gibbons, William Byrd, Thomas Tomkins
and their contemporaries in Jacobean England

YeoYat-Soon:Harpsichord
5.00pm on Thursday 5 June 2025

St George’s Church
Esher Park Avenue

Esher
Surrey KT10 9PX

(by kind permission of the Historic Hurches Conservation Trust)

Free admission with a retiring collection

Enquiries from Esher Parish Office office@esherparish.org.uk 01372462282

office@esherparish.org.uk


The great English composer Orlando Gibbons died on 5 June 1625
aged only forty-one. He was one of the youngest representatives of
what became known as the English Virginal School of composers.
This tradition emerged in the middle years of the 16th century. It
represented a ‘golden age’ of English music and coincided with the
splendours of artistic development during the Elizabethan and
Jacobean periods.

Prize winning harpsichordist and teacher Yeo Yat-Soon presents a
concert to celebrate Gibbons’ work in the historical setting of
Garrick’s Temple to Shakespeare. He will explore the rich repertoire
which preceded Gibbons with music by Thomas Tallis and William
Byrd. In addition to the music of Gibbons himself, he will also
perform the music of the following transitional generation of
composers including Gibbon’s son, Christopher. This will include a
fascinating comparison of music by two composers who had been
friends in early life, but who fought on different sides of the English
Civil Wars: William Lawes and Bulstrode Whitelocke - the former
was killed in the Battle of Rowton Heath and the latter became a
member of Cromwell’s government in the Commonwealth.

YeoYat-Soonwas orn in London of Chinese parents. He studied at King’s College London, from where he
holds a Master’s degree in Historical Musicology. He also pursued postgraduate studies in Harpsichord
and Conducting at the Guildhall School of Music, where he won the Raymond Russell Prize for
Harpsichord. He performs widely as a solo harpsichordist, specializing in presenting programmes in
historic contexts, often performed in historical buildings. Regular venues include the Chapel Royal at
Hampton Court Palace, Handel House Museum and Strawberry Hill House in the UK, and Kammersaal
Friedenau and the Instrument Museum in Berlin. Yat-Soon also specializes in baroque opera and has
conducted for London Baroque Opera, City of London Festival and Opéra de Baugé. He plays with the
ensembles Follia, Bloomsbury Baroque and Camerata Berolinensis (Berlin). His latest project, recreations
of meetings between Chinese and European musicians in the 17th and 18th centuries with the group
Divertissements Chinois, received a prestigious grant from the Continuo Foundation. Yat-Soon has
broadcast for BBC Radio 3 and Classic FM and for BBC1, BBC4 and Channel 4 television. He has also had
a long association with education, having been Director of Music at St Paul’s Girls’ School and The Lady
Eleanor Holles School. He currently teaches harpsichord, coaches chamber music and lectures on
Historical Performance Practice at the University of Birmingham. To follow Yat-Soon’s latest updates
please see: http://www.yeoyat-soon.org
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